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DIVISION 13:  AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — 

[Supplementary Information Request No J1.] 
Question:  Hon Anthony Fels asked for details of the expression of interest process and how that company was 
selected. 
Answer:  The Department of Agriculture and Food WA (DAFWA) manages the release of new varieties and 
products that it develops through a Request for Proposal (RFP) approach.  In this approach the skills and 
experience that it is believed are required are defined and the RFP is advertised.  The applicants for the RFP 
respond to the listed skills and experience criteria in their application. 

DAFWA then forms a panel of three to four staff with appropriate skills to assess the applications against the 
criteria.  If applicants meet the majority of criteria they are listed and attend an in person interview with the 
panel.  The panel then makes an assessment of the candidates and the best candidate is notified of success.  
There is then a process to develop a contract with the successful candidate.  In the contract a suitable 
commercialisation process is agreed with the aim of generating maximum benefit for Western Australia and 
Australian fruit growers. 

The variety Western Dawn which produces the apple now known as Enchanted™ has significant potential not 
only as a fresh product but in the food service sector.  The company that was the successful candidate has a good 
commercial background in both of these market segments.  The company has representatives in Western 
Australia and has strong links into National retailers. 

The ability and capacity to successfully commercial new products requires significant business and 
organisational capacity in the current retail environment.  The RFP for the Western Dawn variety and the 
Enchanted™ trademark was advertised twice, once each in the Weekend Australian Newspaper on 24th 
November 2007 and the West Australian on 28th November 2007. 

 

[Supplementary Information No J2.] 
Question:  Hon Paul Llewellyn asked for the outcome of the Waterwise program. 
Answer: 

The aim of the Waterwise program is to improve Water Use Efficiency (WUE) in irrigated agriculture in WA by 
assisting WA irrigators to achieve and implement nationally recognised competencies in irrigation application 
efficiency and management. 

Achievements for the project to date are: 

•  Delivery of 29 training courses involving 116 workshops and resulting in 280 people trained in applying 
WUE practices  

•  Attraction of $340,000 of external funds (National Landcare program) which was used to leverage $1.5 
million of on ground works from farmers/growers 

•  Setting up of five demonstration sites of Best Management Practice for irrigation and nutrient management  

•  Development of staff skilled in irrigation management 

•  Contributed to the organisation of the successful Harvey Water Expo.  

•  Organisation and running of the Soil Moisture Monitoring Roadshow at four locations across the South 
West which enabled nine manufacturers to display and demonstrate the latest technology in soil moisture 
monitoring to the irrigation industry. 

•  Contributed to the updating of the DAFWA developed the Crop Irrigation Requirement Calculator so that it 
can be used to provide benchmarks for irrigation water requirements for different crops across a range of 
regions and climatic zones.   

DAFWA has allocated $155,000 to the program for the 2008/009 financial year to   

•  Continue the delivery, in partnership with industry groups, of the training courses 

•  Maintain the five Best Management Practice demonstration sites and deliver associated extension activities 

•  Lead the development of a consolidated and standardized Water Use Efficiency Plan for irrigation 
agriculturalists that meets, through one process, all of the State Government’s water and nutrient 
management licensing requirements and reduces paper work for the growers 
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•  Develop funding proposals, with key stakeholders, to source further funding and encourage ongoing activity 
by industry on irrigation management issues. 

 

[Supplementary Information No J3.] 
Question:  Hon Paul Llewellyn asked:  What resources will go into the program to match land capability and 
land use? 
Answer: 

The Land Potential project in the Southern Agricultural Region is a joint South Coast Natural Resource 
Management Council and Department of Agriculture and Food funded activity focusing on three strategic 
catchments and has been running for the past 18 months with the aim of:   

1. developing land use options for farmers by matching current and potential land uses to land capability; 
and 

2. investigating new innovative enterprise options in partnerships with the Future Farm Industries CRC. 

Past work involved developing and testing tools that matched land uses to land capability as well as, through 
stakeholder consultation, identifying new innovative land use options.  

The major initiative for 2008/09 will involve planning and trialling of the innovative enterprise options, in 
partnership with the three strategic catchment groups, local government and the Future Farm Industries CRC.  

The Department of Agriculture and Food is allocating $94,000 to this activity for the 2008/09 financial year.  

__________ 
 


